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T exas leads the nation in
population growth.
Texas had 18.7 million
persons as of July 1,

1995, according to the U.S.
Bureau of the Census. This is
just the beginning.

Hints of what is ahead are
found in the latest projections
from the Texas Population Esti-
mates and Projections Program in
the Department of Rural Sociol-
ogy at Texas A&M University.
They show the state’s population
will reach more than
20.3 million in 2000 and
some 24 million by
2010. That is an average
annual growth rate of
roughly 1.7 percent per
year. This means that in
2010 Texas will be more
than twice as large as in
1970 and nearly half
again as big as it was in
1990.

Border, Central Texas
Grow Fastest

Many Texas metropoli-
tan areas are expected to continue
growing rapidly). Estimates for
1990 to 1994 show the fastest
growing metropolitan areas were
Laredo followed by McAllen-
Edinburg-Mission, Austin-San
Marcos, Brownsville-Harlingen-
San Benito, Killeen-Temple and
Bryan-College Station. The Texas-
Mexico border and Central Texas

areas have shown the fastest
growth rates during the 1990s.
Slowest growth occurred in West
Texas and the Panhandle with
relatively slow growth in areas
such as Texarkana, Sherman-
Denison and Wichita Falls.

Projecting the 1990-94 patterns
shows Texas with five metropolitan
areas of more than one million
persons by 2010: Austin-San
Marcos (nearly 1.5 million), Fort
Worth-Arlington (1.7 million), San
Antonio (nearly 1.9 million),
Dallas (3.8 million) and Houston
(4.8 million). In fact, all Texas
metropolitan areas will grow if

the 1990’s patterns continue.
The fastest growth is projected

to continue along the Texas-
Mexico border and in Central
Texas. McAllen-Edinburg-Mission,
Laredo, Austin-San Marcos,
Brownsville-Harlingen-San Benito
and Brazoria will be the fastest
growing metropolitan areas in
percentage terms. Slow growth

will continue in West Texas and
the Panhandle.

Harris and Hildago
Counties to Add Most

County population growth also
is extensive and reflects the same
patterns as metropolitan areas.
The most rapid growth is pre-
dicted along the border and in
Central Texas.

Overall, 203 counties grew from
1990 to 1994 while only 51
declined. Projected growth pat-
terns from 1990 to 2010 show
large numerical increases in
counties such as Harris, which is

projected to increase by
928,000; Hildalgo by
483,000; Bexar by nearly
470,000; Collin by
367,000; Dallas by
352,000; and Travis by
more than 325,000. In
percentage terms, the
projected fastest growing
counties are Williamson
by 143 percent, Collin by
139 percent and Fort Bend
by 135 percent. Counties
with either projected slow
growth or population
decline are in West Texas

and the Panhandle.
Although projections are not

available for Texas cities, the
1990’s patterns suggest that
growth has been extensive there,
too. According to the 1994 esti-
mates, the cities with the largest
numerical increases were Houston
by 83,000 persons, San Antonio
by 75,000, Austin by 58,000, El

Texas has led the
national numerical

increase for three
straight years.
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Texas
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Paso by 53,000 and Dallas by
40,000.

The largest percentage increases
were in smaller places including
Frisco (79.8 percent), Pflugerville
(55.8 percent), Flower Mound
(51.7 percent) and Hudson Oaks
(48.7 percent). Overall, of the
state’s 1,278 incorporated and
census designated places, 1,141 or
89.3 percent showed population
increases from 1990 to 1994.

Texas Population
May Double in 41 Years

T exas’ population in-
creased by more than
310,000 from 1994 to
1995, the third straight

year that Texas has led the
national numerical increase. Its
annual growth rate was 1.7
percent, down from the 2 percent
per year during the preceding two
years. At the 1.7 percent growth
rate, the state’s population will
double in 41 years.

Texas population increased by
10.2 percent from 1990 to 1995;
the U.S. population increased by
5.6 percent (from 248.7 million to
262.8 million). The Texas growth
rate was the tenth fastest of any
state (Nevada grew fastest with
an increase of 27.3 percent) and
the fastest growth rate for any
state with a population of more
than eight million.

Since 1990, Texas’ population
has increased by more than 1.7
million persons with only Califor-
nia (by 1.8 million) showing a
larger numerical increase. Of
Texas growth during the 1990s,
approximately 58 percent resulted
from natural increase (births
minus deaths), 21 percent from
inmigration from other states and
21 percent immigration from
other nations.

Compared to the 1980s, the
1990’s patterns show increased
inmigration and immigration (42
percent of total population growth

in the 1990s compared to 33
percent in the 1980s). A larger
increase came from inmigration
in the 1990s than in the 1980s.
In the 1980s, roughly 70 percent
of all migration was immigration
from other nations; in the 1990s
roughly 50 percent came from
each source.

Population growth in Texas has
been pervasive in the 1990s and,
if these patterns continue, the
state will continue to grow
extensively. Although estimates
and projections must be used
carefully because they are always
subject to error, Texas population
can be expected to increase, thus
expanding the markets for real
estate products and services. 
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