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Demographics

Texas may one day have a
contiguous metropolitan area
stretching from Longview-
Marshall in the northeast, to
Sherman-Denison to the
north, to San Antonio on the
south, to Beaumont-Port
Arthur on the southeast.

A recent paper from the Texas State
Data Center suggests that Texas will
eventually have a megalopolis similar
to those on the East and West Coasts
of the United States. It will be an area
with an extremely large number of house-
holds requiring all forms of housing
services.

The fact that Texas has a large
urban population is well recog-
nized. Texas had the 14th largest
percentage of urban residents in 1990,
currently has the largest number of
metropolitan areas (27), and, according
to the 1996 Census Bureau estimates,
has three of the ten largest U.S. cities.
Houston is fourth, San Antonio is eighth
and Dallas is ninth.

According to data center estimates for
1997,  Texas’ 27 metropolitan areas’
combined population was nearly 16.4
million, comprising 84.2 percent of the
state’s total estimated population of 19.4
million.

At the same time, because Texas also
has vast open spaces and the nation’s
second largest rural population (after
Pennsylvania) with 3.3 million residents,
many fail to recognize the extent to

which Texas’ large cities are beginning
to merge.

Five Texas metropolitan areas are
already contiguous (Dallas, Fort Worth-
A r l i n g t o n ; L o n g v i e w - M a r s h a l l ;
Sherman-Denison and Tyler). There are
two sets of four metropolitan areas that

areas would be linked into one large
consolidated metropolitan statistical
area (CMSA).

If Hill County in Central Texas (con-
necting Waco to Fort Worth-Arlington)
and Lee and Washington Counties (link-
ing Houston to Austin-San Marcos) were
to become metropolitan, a 36,000-
square-mile metropolitan crescent
would be formed. The crescent’s 1997
estimated population would have been
13.1 million.

This crescent would form a metro-
politan area larger than the geographical
area of any current consolidated metro-
politan statistical area in the nation.
The largest is the Los Angeles-River-
side-Orange County CMSA with nearly
34,000 square miles.  Texas’ megalopo-
lis population would be larger than that
of any other CMSA except New York-
Northern New Jersey-Long Island (19.9
million in 1996) and the Los Angeles-
Riverside-Orange County CMSA (15.5
million in 1996).

The Texas metropolitan crescent rep-
resents one of the fastest growing parts
of the nation. Data center projections

touch (Waco; Killeen-
Temple; Austin-San
Marcos and San Antonio;
Beaumont-Port Arthur;
Galveston-Texas City;
Brazoria; and Houston).

What is potentially significant,
however, is the fact that if three
counties were to become metro-
politan, these already contiguous
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suggest this area could have 16.8 million
persons by 2010 and 24.4 million by
2030.

Such an area would also form a huge
contiguous housing market. By 2010, it
could have nearly 6.5 million households
and nearly 9.9 million households by 2030.

Whether the connecting counties
come to be sufficiently populated to
earn the distinction “metropolitan,”
it is obvious that large contiguous
metropolitan centers will be more
prevalent in the future. These areas
should continue to provide increas-

ing opportunities for real estate
professionals.
Dr. Murdock is a research fellow with the Real
Estate Center and chief demographer of the Texas
State Data Center, Department of Rural So-
ciology, at Texas A&M University.


