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We’re making headlines 
“Expert: Housing markets in Texas are booming, but builders aren’t keeping up” 
6-28-17. Tyler Morning Telegraph. Gary Maler, director of the Real Estate Center at 
Texas A&M, updated the Greater Tyler Association of Realtor on industry trends. East 
Texas raw land prices are the fastest growing in the state, Maler said. Get ready for 
crowds. People are discovering East Texas. Smith County will have 173,000 more 
people by 2050. That’s a lot of folks. 

“Why are Dallas builders pushing Trump for immigration reform? Your home 
price depends on it” 6-27-17. Dallas Morning News. A $1,000 price bump, on a 
property valued below $250,000, prices out about 26,300 households, according to 
Texas A&M University’s Real Estate Center. That assumes a typical mortgage situation, 
plus other monthly costs, like insurance. 
 
“Home prices keep rising; Is bubble at risk?” 6-27-17. 1190 talkradio.iheart. Home 
prices in the Houston area are expected to go up by 6 percent to 6.5 percent this year, 
according to the Texas A&M Real Estate Center. It's seen as continued evidence that 
the local housing market continues to outpace the nation. 
 
“Texas border towns: Economic indicators are mixed” 6-26-17. Connect Media. 
Job gains and construction activity were decidedly mixed along the Texas-Mexico 
border towns, according to data released by the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 
University. 
 
“Real estate crowdfunding: What’s the buzz?” 6-26-17. San Marcos Corridor News. 
This article originally published by the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M. Dr. Charles 
Gilliland is a research economist with the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University. 
 
“Is Dallas’ housing market cooling off?” 6-26-17. D Magazine. “You do have to 
remember,” cautions Jim Gaines, chief economist at the Real Estate Center at Texas 
A&M, “that the numbers for this year are in comparison to the record-setting years that 
have come before. So it’s all relative.” 
 
“Texas small land sales jump 14 percent, price per acre declines in 2016” 6-26-17. 
San Marcos Corridor News. Charles Gilliland, economist with the Real Estate Center at 
Texas A&M University, commented, “While the Texas land market remains strong, 
multiple factors are impacting land sales activity throughout the state.” Also in 36 other 
media outlets. 
 
“Hotel boom in B/CS has some in industry worried” 6-24-17. KBTX-TV (Bryan). 
"The university and the community has been attracting a lot more activity a lot more 
events a lot more conferences. And then the more hotel rooms you have the more 
conferences and events you can have. Because now you have space for people. So it's 
a feeding on itself kind of a market," said Jim Gaines, Ph.D., Texas A&M Real Estate 
Center Chief Economist. 
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“Losses and self-employment taxes” 6-21-17. San Marcos Corridor News. This 
article originally published by the Real Estate Center Texas A&M University. Dr. Stern 
(stern@indiana.edu) is a research fellow with the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 
University and a professor emeritus of accounting in the Kelley School of Business – 
Bloomington, at Indiana University. 
 
“Woodlands, Tex., faces incoming housing market bump from Exxon-Mobil 
relocation” 6-21-17. It’s possible that this influx could create a brief spike in housing 
prices, though the exact effect will depend on the workers’ pay. Luis Torres, a real 
estate researcher with Texas A&M’s Real Estate Center, notes that if these workers are 
looking toward lower-end homes in the area of $250,000, they will have very few to 
choose from – and what few there are will experience a price spike if demand 
increases. Also in Houston Public Media (KUHT TV8). 
 
“Home sales in Southeast Texas, 3-year graph” 6-20-17. Southeast Texas Real 
Estate Talk. If you haven't looked the Real Estate Center website before you should 
take a look. They track home sales activity around the state of Texas. It’s always good 
to know what trends are taking place before you buy or sell a home.  
 
“Marcus Hiles on Texas leading the United States in population growth and real 
estate market impact” 6-16-17. WECT (North Carolina). Marcus Hiles noted that while 
these statistics seem to show a trend of movement to urban areas, it is actually the 
surrounding suburbs that are experiencing the largest increases, mostly due to costly 
downtown housing prices. For instance, the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 
University reported that the average price paid for a house in Austin’s local market area 
is $386,700, and predicted that number to continue to rise throughout 2017. Also in 63 
other outlets. 
 
“Record-setting start to summer; Central Texas housing sale dollar volume tops 
$1B in May” 6-15-17. Austin Business Journal. According to the Real Estate Center at 
Texas A&M University, 6 to 6.5 months of inventory is a sign of balanced market, and a 
low number shows demand outstrips supply. 
 
“Baby boomers impacting rental market” 6-15-17. iHeartMedia. In Houston, says 
James Gaines, an economist with the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University, 
we've been adding tens of thousands of units a year for the last several years, and quite 
a few of them are being targeted at that older age group. Also in KTRH NewsRadio 
 
“Rising home prices, taxes pushing longtime residents out of East Austin” 6-14-
17. KVUE. The Real Estate Center at Texas A&M reports East Austin has turned into 
one of the hottest areas to live in Central Texas, driving lower income families out. It 
states that from 2000 to 2015 growth rates of home sales prices in East Austin were two 
to four times that of Travis County and the Austin-Round Rock metro. 
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“Texas land prices increase, vary by region” 6-12-17. Connect Media. Rural land 
prices throughout the State of Texas increased in Q1 2017, topping out at $2,563 per 
acre, a year-over-year increase of 3.3 percent. However, the market trends varied 
widely by region, according to information released by the Real Estate Center at Texas 
A&M University. 
 
“Five root causes for U.S.’s depressed homeownership rate: New study” 6-11-17. 
Despite steadily improving local job markets and historically low mortgage rates, the 
U.S. homeownership rate is stuck near a 50-year low because of a perverse mix of 
affordability challenges, student loan debt, tight credit conditions and housing supply 
shortages. Along with Brown, Yun and Rosen, the notable list of speakers 
are: Katherine Baker, California State Assembly, 16th district; Matt Regan, senior vice 
president of public policy, Bay Area Council; Chuck Reed, former San Jose Mayor and 
special counsel, Hopkins & Carley; David Bank, senior vice president, Rosen 
Consulting Group; and Jim Gaines, chief economist, Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 
University. 
 
“Moonscape: Selling unreal estate” 6-11-17. Talk about out-of-this-world real estate. 
Would you believe millions of earthlings have bought land on the moon? This article 
was originally published by the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University. 
 
“TX homes are flying off the market, challenging affordability” 6-9-17. Construction 
Dive. The Texas housing market is heating up, with homes in the state averaging a 
record 55 days on the market, according to The Dallas Morning News, citing data 
from Texas A&M University's Real Estate Center. Also in Mass Transitmag.com. 
 
“Outskirts continue to grow as affordability remains an issue” 6-9-17. Houston 
Chronicle. A report released Thursday from the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 
University notes the lack of supply of moderately priced homes across Texas. "The 
Federal Housing Finance Agency Housing Price Index shows Texas homes are 43.1 
percent more expensive than they were in 2007," research economist Luis Torres said 
in a statement. "Nationally, prices are up only 7.4 percent." 
 
“Texas rural land values rising” 6-9-17. Texas Farm Bureau. Texas rural land values 
rose for the sixth consecutive year in 2016, according to preliminary data from Charles 
Gilliland, research economist from the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University. 
 
“North Texas home sales, prices broke another record in May” 6-9-17. Dallas 
Morning News. As long as demand for homes in the area remains strong, Dr. James 
Gaines, the chief economist with the Real Estate Center, sees no stop in the price 
growth. 
 
“Potentially dangerous ‘imbalance’ seen in rising Texas housing prices” 6-9-17. 
WOAI News Radio, San Antonio. The price of a home in Texas has gone up 43% in the 
past ten years, that is seven times the average increase in home prices nationwide, and 
researchers at Texas A&M's real estate center say they are beginning to see potentially 
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dangerous 'imbalances' in the housing market, News Radio 1200 WOAI reports. 
Economist Dr. Luis Torres tells News Radio 1200 WOAI the biggest imbalance is in the 
disappearance of homes priced at less than $200,000, which now make up a 
significantly smaller portion of the market, when adjusted for inflation, than ever before. 

“Report: Bryan-College Station real estate a seller’s market” 6-9-17. The Eagle. 
While a Texas home is staying on the market for 55 days on average—the fastest 
turnover on record since the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M started keeping track in 
2011—limited inventories dragged statewide housing sales down about 6 percent in 
April. Homes priced less than $200,000 made up nearly 60 percent of that sales 
decline, with sales for that price range falling almost 10 percent. 

“Texas’ grave rules pertaining to cemeteries” 6-9-17. Connect Commercial Real 
Estate. And, while laws exist that define cemetery operations, the only thing required to 
dedicate land as a cemetery is actual use for burial, according to Rusty Adams, a 
research attorney for the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University. 

“Tarrant County is growing, and so are tax appraisal protests” 6-9-17. 
InsuranceNewsNet. The Texas A&M Real Estate Center's April report shows that the 
median price for a home in Tarrant County was up 14 percent from last year, to 
about $217,000.  

“Home prices soar in San Antonio” 6-9-17. Houston Chronicle. “It’s just Economics 
101. We’ve got strong demand being created by population and employment growth in 
the community,” said Jim Gaines, chief economist at the Texas A&M Real Estate 
Center. “The other side of the equation is (that) the supply has not been able to keep 
pace with that demand.” Also in TheHour. 

“Texas housing running low on fuel” 6-8-17. Targeted News Service. Texas' housing 
market is low on fuel. Buyers keep pushing the accelerator, but the housing economy is 
running on fumes. Researchers for the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University say 
"market imbalances" are to blame, specifically the lack of homes priced less than 
$200,000. 

“Texas land marks six years of gains” 6-8-17. Farm Journal. Texas rural land values 
rose again in 2016, marking six consecutive years of increases, according to data 
gathered by the Texas Real Estate Center (REC) and Texas A&M University. The 
statewide value of an acre of Texas rural land rose 5% in 2016 to an average value of 
$2,554 per acre—a record high. This follows a 1% rise in 2015. The 5% rise in 2016 
results in a five-year annual compound growth rate of 6.7%. 

“Texas homes selling in record short time” 6-7-17. Dallas Morning News. In April, it 
took on average 55 days to sell a home in the state—the quickest turnover on record, 
according to the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University. 
 
“Report: Manufacturing going gangbusters” 6-6-17. Connect Commercial Real 
Estate. It’s no secret that manufacturing jobs have been dwindling nationwide since the 
latter part of the 20th century. But, the Houston metro is bucking that trend. According to 
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a report released by the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University, Houston’s 
manufacturing jobs currently exceed their 1990s levels 
 
“Where are the hottest housing markets? Probably near you” 5-6-17. Corridor 
News. This story originally published by Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University. 

 
“4,153 and counting: Tax appraisal protests postmarked on deadline will be filed” 
6-3-17. Killeen Daily Herald. Jim Gaines, of the Texas A&M Real Estate Center in 
College Station, said it is not uncommon for appraisal districts to reassess baseline land 
value figures and cause appraisal spikes in targeted areas from year to year. Generally, 
the jumps don’t get that big (5,000 percent), (but) if all you’re looking at is a handful of 
properties with these big jumps—that is really not all that unusual” Gaines said. 
 
	


