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Latest research results 
Browse RECenter’s research library 

2016-17 Real Estate Center Annual Report 12-21-17. Real Estate Center highlights from the fiscal 

year ending Aug. 31, 2017. 

Texas Border Economy 12-12-17. The economy along the Texas border differs from that in the rest 

of the state. Trade closely links the cities on both sides of the Rio Grande. This report discusses four 

major Texas metropolitan areas and their economic ties to Mexico. 

“How much home can a 

household afford?” 12-6-17. Higher 

interest rates and tax rates and a 

lower down payment decrease 

affordability and price more 

households out of homeownership.  

Outlook for the Texas Economy 

12-6-17. This monthly report offers 

an overview of the various sectors of 

the Texas economy, including 

housing, manufacturing, 

energy, employment, and trade. 

Texas Housing Insight 12-1-17. The Texas housing market continued to recover from the August 

hurricane shock. Housing sales expanded across the state despite shortages of homes priced under 

$300,000. Leading supply indicators rebounded but remained below 2007 levels. 

Most popular on RECenter’s website  
1. Texas Housing Insight 

2. Outlook for the Texas Economy 

Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University 

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/research/research-library/
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2189.pdf
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/research-article/Texas-Border-Economy
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2188.pdf
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2188.pdf
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2046.pdf
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2046.pdf
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/technical-report/Texas-Housing-Insight
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/technical-report/Texas-Housing-Insight
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/technical-report/outlook-for-the-texas-economy
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/booklet/2016-17-Annual-Report


 

 

3. “How Much Home Can a Household Afford?” 

4. “Up the Creek: Navigating Public Waterways” 

5. Monthly Review of the Texas Economy 

6. Texas Border Economy 

7. “This Old Loft: Downtown Living in Small Town Texas” 

8. Hurricane Harvey Disaster Resources Guide: Where to Find Help on the Road to Recovery 

9. “Texas Land Markets: Third Quarter 2017” 

10. “Seller Beware: Understanding the General Warranty Deed” 

 

Busiest day on REC website: Tuesday, December 5, with 919 unique visitors. 

 

NewsTalk Texas  

A sampling of Texas real estate news as compiled each workday by the NTT team. 
 

 “Residential rising in the East” 
 “$12 million deal for Boerne apartments” 
 “Give me sand, lots of sand under starry skies above” 
 “Galleria Office Tower I 85 percent leased” 
 “Lufkin’s American eChem to invest $8 million, add 25 jobs” 
   “San Pedro Creek next step in downtown SA” 
 “Valley pipeline crosses towards mid-2018 completion” 
 “Voluntary buyouts for 128 Onion Creek homes” 

Data updated monthly 

Latest housing activity and affordability. Listing data from more than 50 Texas MLSs. Statistics for 
each geography based on property listings physically located within the mapped area. 

 
Latest building permit data. Building permit data for single-family, two-to-four family, and five-or-
more family units for states, metropolitan statistical areas, and Texas counties. 

 
Housing reports. Housing statistics based on listing data from more than 50 Texas MLSs. Statistics 
for each geography based on listings of properties physically located within the mapped area 
presented with the statistics. 
 

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/tierra-grande/How-Much-Home-Can-Household-Afford?
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2187.pdf
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/technical-report/monthly-review-of-the-texas-economy
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/research-article/Texas-Border-Economy
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2177.pdf
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2181.pdf
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2186.pdf
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2146.pdf
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2146.pdf
http://www.recenter.tamu.edu/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/newstalk-texas/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/data/housing-activity/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/data/building-permits/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/research/housing-reports/
http://www.recenter.tamu.edu/newstalk/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/research/market-research/


 

 

Read previous issues. See why 22,490 subscribe to our free, twice-weekly newsletter. 
 
December 22. Texas population grew to 28.3 million in 2017 . . . Bayport Distribution Center II trades 
hands . . . Mesquite residential project gets green light . . . Investor buys 840 Baylor beds . . . HEB 
coming to Meyerland Plaza . . . Flower Mound mixed-use on Point . . . 2400 August Place sold. 

December 19. U.S. homebuilders optimistic . . . Port leases dock, terminal for Exxon-SABIC project   
. . . Vancouver trust picks up Cowtown industrial pair . . . Connor Group buys $66 million apartments  
. . . 180-acre Village at Allen under new ownership . . . Work starts on First 290 @ Guhn Road . . . 
Newly built multifamily asset sold . . . Hudson Oaks HEB coming . . . Auberge at Tyler breaks ground.  

December 15. Luxury home smallest but fastest-growing Texas home segment . . . Three Texas 

streets among most expensive . . . San Antonio home sales growth continued in November . . . 

Finisar breathing new life into shuttered 

plant . . . Austin-Round Rock home 

sales up 3.7 percent . . . North Texas 

led nation in October apartment permits 

. . . Avera picks up 369 La Porte acres   

. . . 13-acre mixed-use community 

underway . . . German financial 

company expanding in AllianceTexas     

. . . Two North Texas apartment 

communities sold for $100 million . . . 

430-unit Class A Austin apartments 

sold. 

December 12. DFW home sales soared 

in November . . . IKEA assembling first 

South Texas store . . . REC blog ranked 

among Texas’ 50 best . . . Bob Moore 

completes Sherwin-Williams distribution 

center . . . Facebook adding to AllianceTexas campus . . . Fannie Mae moving 1,000 workers to 

Granite Park . . . Denver investor picks up 232 units near UTSA . . . High-rise to replace Deep Ellum 

industrial strip . . . Remington Katy sold, rebranded . . . Work starts on 1,753 Houston self-storage            

. . . Tech the Halls buys Irving facility. 

December 8. DFW second busiest office building market in 2018 . . . 936,600 sf Houston industrial 

portfolio sold . . . U.S. warehouse sizes doubled since 2000 . . . 1,600 Houston homeowners may 

need to raise their homes . . .  Work starts on Port of Corpus Christi oil storage terminal . . . Deep 

Ellum gets first multifamily high-rise . . . Royal groundbreaking in RGV . . . Partnership building 

Harbor Urban Center Apartments . . . Mohr buys vacant University Park building. 

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/recon/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/recon/


 

 

December 5. Rent spread keeps Class B, C Austin apartment demand healthy . . . DFW sixth 
nationally for office rent growth . . . CoreLogic: Dallas home prices cooling . . . Brookfield buys 4.2 
million-sf Houston Center . . . KDC. Seritage bringing office space to Dallas Midtown . . . HUD, GLO 
launch PA campaign on Hurricane Harvey relief . . . Plano, Brownsville among 2017’s safest cities . . . 
$91 million expansion for TTUHSC . . . Two Dallas apartment communities sold . . . Investor picks up 
Fairway Park . . . Tschannen Estates trades hands. 
 
December 1. San Antonio apartment market elevated . . . Houston industrial sales strong . . . TAB 
2018 directors and senior officers installed . . . $225 million flowing into Hays County water project . . . 
1,450-acre Rocking W Ranch sold . . . 600,000 sf of industrial space coming to Buda . . . Investment 
firm buys Las Colinas office tower . . . GM Financial call center delivers . . . JV buys Hermann Park 
apartments. 

Red Zone podcasts Listen here.  

“A holly jolly podcast” 12-20-17. To finish out 2017, we tell you which North Texas city is the holly-

jolliest in the Lone Star State according to Google Trends data. We also look at one Texas law firm's 

rankings of the most dangerous intersections for pedestrians, and we cover stories from Corpus 

Christi, Houston, and Hudson Oaks. 

“First and goal” 12-13-17. A chat with Wesley Miller, former safety with the Buffalo Bills and the 

REC's new research associate. He talks about his past life in pro football as well as his research 

interests at the Center. Also, go with us to Live Oak, Deep Ellum in Dallas, Texas A&M University-

Galveston, and Port A.  

“Up the creek” 12-6-17. Center Research 

Attorney Rusty Adams discusses the public's 

right to use navigable rivers and streams in 

Texas, even when those waterways cross 

private property. We also head to Houston for 

one of the largest local real estate transactions 

ever and to Lubbock for a $91 million TTUHSC 

expansion. Also, which two Texas cities are 

among the safest in the nation? Tune in to find 

out.  

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/podcasts/


 

 

Blog posts 
View RECenter’s blog posts here 

“Which Tierra Grande article 

was ‘most useful’ in 2017? 

12-14-17. With 2017 nearly in 

the books, now seems an 

appropriate time to reflect on 

the past year and look at which 

stories meant the most to Tierra 

Grande readers.  

“’Tis the season for house fires” 12-7-17. O, 

Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, how dangerous 

you can be! According to the National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA), in 2011-15 200 home fires 

yearly started with Christmas trees. These fires 

caused an average of six deaths, 16 injuries, and 

$14.8 million in direct property damage annually. 

Education 
Upcoming seminars, training 

Finding shelter: Affordability squeeze in a tight 

Texas housing market. Feb. 23, 2018, Dallas. At 

this one-day conference, industry experts will explore 

whether market fundamentals support 

unprecedented home price increases. They’ll also 

discuss current trends and the outlook for the U.S. 

and Texas residential real estate markets. 

28th Annual Outlook for Texas Land Markets. April 26 - 27, 2018. Omni Hotel at the 

Colonnade, San Antonio. Registration opens in January. 

 

 

How tweet it is when you socialize with the Real Estate Center  

 Twitter (16,600 followers) Facebook (3,290 fans) (412 subscribers) 

(1,041 followers) Instagram (419 followers) 

 

Our flagship periodical available online. Published 

quarterly in January, April, July, and October (173,942 recipients).  

 

REC blog ranked 

among Texas' 50 

best 
 

COLLEGE STATION (Feedspot) – The Real 

Estate Center's Mixed-Use Blog has been 

named one of the top 50 Texas blogs and 

websites by content reader website 

Feedspot.  

 

Selections were based on Google search 

rankings, popularity on social media sites, 

and quality and consistency of posts. In 

addition, Feedspot's editorial team 

reviewed all blogs. 

 

Other sites selected included Texas 

Monthly, Texas Tribune, Ebby Halliday 

Realtors, and Bloggin the Boys (Dallas 

Cowboys fan community).  

 

 

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/info/blog/
http://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Seasonal-fires/Winter-holiday-safety/Holiday-fires-by-the-numbers
http://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Seasonal-fires/Winter-holiday-safety/Holiday-fires-by-the-numbers
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/education/conferences-and-courses/
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/events/2018/18shelter
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/events/2018/18shelter
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/education/conferences-and-courses/
https://twitter.com/texrec
https://www.facebook.com/txrec
https://www.instagram.com/tex.rec/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/tierra-grande/
https://twitter.com/texrec
https://www.facebook.com/txrec
https://www.linkedin.com/company/texrec
https://www.instagram.com/tex.rec/
https://www.youtube.com/c/realestatecenter
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/info/blog/
a href="https:/blog.feedspot.com/texas_blogs/" title="Texas blogs"><img src="https:/blog.feedspot.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/texas_216px.png?x59787" ></img></a


 

 

 

RECenter newsmakers  

December media coverage   

“How will tax overhaul affect Houston economy, real estate market?” 12-20-17. Under the tax 

changes, homeowners will be able to deduct interest on the first $750,000 of their mortgage debt, 

down from $1 million. That will affect only a small slice of homeowners: About 2.5 percent of homes 

sold in Texas are priced over $750,000, according to the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 

University. 

“Texas luxury home sales volume jumps 19 percent, tops $7.5 billion in 2017” 12-14-17. Texas 

Association of Realtors. The Data Relevance Project, a partnership among the Texas Association of 

Realtors and local Realtor associations throughout the state, provides the 2017 edition of the Texas 

Luxury Home Sales Report. Data analysis is provided by the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 

University. Also in Dallas Morning News. 

“Thousands of Dallas-area homeowners are about to lose tax write-offs” 12-13-17. Dallas 

Morning News. In Texas, there are a lot of people who pay $11,000, $12,000, and $13,000 a year in 

property tax, said James Gaines, chief economist with the Real Estate 

Center at Texas A&M University. The limit on property tax deductions 

is the big change for Texas — maybe bigger than the mortgage 

interest deduction change. 

“Loose credit, Rust Belt woes lead to foreclosure uptick” 12-5-
17. Huffington Post. The increases could signal that some of the 
weaker housing markets, as in Cleveland, may see more 
homeowners go underwater, owing more on their mortgage than their 
homes are worth, triggering a cascade of foreclosures similar to the 
one from 10 years ago, said James Gaines, chief economist at Texas 
A&M University’s Real Estate Center. Also in Credit Union Times. 

“Dallas-area home price increases slow in nationwide comparison by CoreLogic” 12-5-17. 

Dallas Morning News Biz Beat Blog. Home prices statewide will revert somewhat to a long-term trend 

rate of increase of 4 percent to 5 percent, said James Gaines, chief economist with the Real Estate 

Center at Texas A&M University. D-FW home prices will be up 5 percent-plus. 

“Texas Housing Insight: October 2017 Summary” 12-4-17. San Marcos Corridor News. The 

Texas housing market continued to recover from the August hurricane shock. Housing sales 

expanded across the state despite shortages of homes priced under $300,000. Leading supply 

indicators rebounded but remained below 2007 levels. 

“Loose credit, Rust Belt woes lead to foreclosure uptick” 12-3-17. Lincoln Institute of Land 

Policy. The increases could signal that some of the weaker housing markets, as in Cleveland, may 

see more homeowners go underwater, owing more on their mortgage than their homes are worth, 

triggering a cascade of foreclosures similar to the one from ten years ago, said James Gaines, chief 

economist at Texas A&M University’s Real Estate Center. 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/article/How-will-tax-overhaul-affect-Houston-economy-12446171.php
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/texas-luxury-home-sales-volume-jumps-19-percent-tops-75-billion-in-2017-300571163.html
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2017/12/14/thousands-dallas-area-homeowners-lose-tax-write-offs
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/loose-credit-rust-belt-woes-lead-to-foreclosure-uptick_us_5a201f1fe4b064ca3c15128f?section=us_huffpost-partners&utm_source=Mays+Faculty%2FStaff%2FPh.D.+Students+from+website&utm_campaign=de1af616fa-Mays+Weekly_Oct_30_2017_&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_82ed221d8e-de1af616fa-350032769&mc_cid=de1af616fa&mc_eid=b973495d2b
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/real-estate/2017/12/05/dallas-area-home-price-increases-fall-nationwide-comparison
https://smcorridornews.com/texas-housing-insight-october-2017-summary/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/loose-credit-rust-belt-woes-lead-to-foreclosure-uptick_us_5a201f1fe4b064ca3c15128f?section=us_huffpost-partners


 

 

 

 

Total RECall is published monthly by the Real Estate Center in Mays Business School at Texas A&M University. 

Subscribe, unsubscribe, or comment by replying to this email. Please share Total RECall with anyone interested in 

learning more about the nation’s largest publicly funded real estate research organization. Ask RECenter a question.  

Not subscribed to free Total RECall? Click here. 

David S. Jones | Senior Editor djones@mays.tamu.edu 

Real Estate Center | Mays Business School | Texas A&M University 

2115 TAMU | College Station, TX 77843-2115 
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