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Latest research results  

Browse RECenter’s research library 

Monthly Review of the Texas Economy 1-29-18. How does the Texas economy compare with the 

national one? This report looks at all the angles with a particular focus on employment and 

unemployment. It includes rankings of various industries by employment. 

Texas Border Economy 1-11-18. The economy along the Texas border differs from that in the rest 

of the state. Trade closely links the cities on both sides of the Rio Grande. This report discusses four 

major Texas metropolitan areas and their economic ties to Mexico. 

Outlook for the Texas Economy 1-11-18. This monthly report offers an overview of the various 

sectors of the Texas economy, including housing, manufacturing, energy, employment, and trade. 

Texas Housing Insight 1-8-18. The Texas housing market continued to recover from the August 

hurricane shock. Housing sales expanded across the state despite shortages of homes priced under 

$300,000. Leading supply indicators rebounded but remained below 2007 levels. 

 

Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University 

In this new video, Center Chief Economist Dr. Jim 

Gaines gives a rapid-fire overview of the Texas 

economy before diving in for a close look at 

what’s happening to real estate in and around 

Austin. 

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/research/research-library/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/technical-report/monthly-review-of-the-texas-economy
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/research-article/Texas-Border-Economy
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2046.pdf
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/technical-report/Texas-Housing-Insight
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LcmKos1Y1Zk&t=26s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LcmKos1Y1Zk&t=26s


 

 

Most popular on RECenter’s website  
1. Texas Housing Insight 

2. Outlook for the Texas Economy 

3. “How Much Home Can a Household Afford?” 

4. Monthly Review of the Texas Economy 

5. Texas Border Economy 

6. “Up the Creek: Navigating Public Waterways” 

7. “Globalization’s Effects on Texas Manufacturing” 

8. “Seller Beware: Understanding the General Warranty Deed” 

9. “Texas Land Markets: Third Quarter 2017” 

10.  “Here Comes the Sun: The Value of Residential Solar” 

 

Busiest day on REC website: Tuesday, January 23, with 1,295 unique visitors. 

 

NewsTalk Texas  

A sampling of Texas real estate news as compiled each workday by the NTT team. 
 

 “Dave & Buster's destination? Metropark Square” 
 “Austin-Bergstrom on board with concessions, retailers, chargers” 
 “New Third+ Shoal office tower nearly full” 
 “2017 Frisco home sales by ZIP” 
 “Deep in the heart of Houston: Camden Downtown” 
 “168-unit Arlington Farms sold” 
 “Nothing common about this! Value unprecedented in North Texas” 
 “Self-storage construction to stratospheric heights” 

 

Data updated monthly 
Latest housing activity and affordability. Listing data from more than 50 Texas MLSs. Statistics for 

each geography based on property listings physically located within the mapped area. 

Latest building permit data. Building permit data for single-family, two-to-four family, and five-or-

more family units for states, metropolitan statistical areas, and Texas counties. 

Housing reports. Housing statistics based on listing data from more than 50 Texas MLSs. Statistics 

for each geography based on listings of properties physically located within the mapped area 

presented with the statistics. 

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/technical-report/Texas-Housing-Insight
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/technical-report/outlook-for-the-texas-economy
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/tierra-grande/How-Much-Home-Can-Household-Afford?
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/technical-report/monthly-review-of-the-texas-economy
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/research-article/Texas-Border-Economy
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2187.pdf
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/tierra-grande/Globalization-Effects-Texas-Manufacturing
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2146.pdf
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2146.pdf
https://assets.recenter.tamu.edu/Documents/Articles/2186.pdf
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/tierra-grande/Here-Comes-Sun
http://www.recenter.tamu.edu/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/newstalk-texas/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/data/housing-activity/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/data/building-permits/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/research/housing-reports/
http://www.recenter.tamu.edu/newstalk/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/research/market-research/


 

 

Read previous issues. See why 22,216 subscribe to our free, twice-weekly newsletter. 
 
January 30. Jim Gaines talks Texas, U.S. economies at ICSC retail forecast . . . 1,000 homes 
galloping to former Arabian horse farm . . . Hotel, office high-rise headed to Legacy business park . . .  
Contanda buys 339 acres for deep water terminal . . . Stillwater starts on Deep Ellum apartments . . . 
Liberty sells Houston office building for $30.5 million . . . Downtown Petroleum Building under new 
ownership . . . Bell Design District apartments sold, rebranded. 

January 26. DFW leads country in apartment completions . . . 1.6 million-sf RGV industrial portfolio 
sold . . . Cowtown home sales up 12 percent in December . . . Cedar Bayou water quality training 
rescheduled for Feb. 8 . . . Indeed.com preleases Domain Tower . . . Work starts on Highland Park 
apartment tower . . . Frisco Park 25 building underway . . . HEB-anchored retail center trades hands   
. . . Meridian Realty Advisors sells skilled-nursing community . . . TTHFD picks up Arlington Farms . . . 
CAF buys 274 Fort Worth apartment units. 

January 23. 2.8 percent employment growth expected for Texas this year, says Dallas Fed . . . ALN: 

DFW, Houston account for 72 percent of 2017 Texas’ apartment absorption . . . Bennett Trust Land 

Stewardship Conference in San Angelo May 3-4 . . . Frisco buying 390 Brinkmann Ranch acres . . . 

Here comes the sun (to West Texas) . . . JV buys 1,104-unit senior housing portfolio . . . Two Colinas 

Crossing 98 percent occupied . . . 3,300-unit North Texas self-storage portfolio sold . . . Defense 

contractor relocating to Plano.  

January 19. Texas tops list of renter-majority cities . . . North Texas realty symposium next Friday . . . 

Riverwalk project breaking ground . . . DFW second busiest data market in 2017 . . . Hertz Investment 

enters Texas . . . Construction starting on $71 million high-rise . . . Macy’s at West Oaks becoming 

outlet store . . . JPI planning 741-unit apartment community . . . Apartments underway near historic 

high school . . . Phoenix firm buys fifth San 

Antonio apartment complex . . .  

Independent Bank Group HQ underway . . . 

Caldwell Cos. Developing Spring multifamily 

. . . Modern multifamily replacing old 

apartment community.                                         

January 12. CBRE: 2018 outlook good for 

Metroplex retail . . . Houston housing hits 

new high despite Harvey . . . 300 Colorado 

in the pipeline . . . Three Texas cities 

among best performing, says Milken 

Institute . . . Copart ‘tired’ from land 

purchase . . . Ogden Hughes bringing 350 

units to Austin . . . Sam’s Club shutters four 

Texas locations . . . Archway developing 

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/recon/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/recon/


 

 

111-acre mixed-use project . . . Work starts on Grapevine luxury apartments. 

January 9. DVW office construction lowest since 2013 . . . 2017 record year for North Texas home 

sales . . . CBRE: San Antonio industrial finishes ’17 on ‘healthy note’ . . . Texas top growth state, says 

U-Haul . . . No room on Austin store shelves as retail occupancy soars . . . McCarthy building 

Southwest hangar at Hobby . . . Stockyards hotel breaks ground . . . 5757 Woodway sold . . . 259 

more apartment units planned for Frisco Square . . . Chrisman Road adds to Port of Houston portfolio 

. . . 160 Bedford apartment units trade hands . . . Oregon investor buys Stoneleigh on Spring 

Cypress. 

January 5. Affordable housing conference Feb. 23 in Dallas . . . Texas jobs still growing . . . Save the 
date: TREC residential realty summit set for April 2 . . . Frisco Square space sold . . . Village at Allen 
sells for $70 million . . . Register today for North Texas Realty Symposium . . . Trinity Falls grows with 
Heritage Farm buy . . . Maryland self-storage company buys 606 units. 

January 2. Buck stops here: Longview getting Dollar General distribution center . . . TREC seeks 
working group members . . . Driftwood says hi to Harbor Hilton . . . ReyCo takes over Arlington Oaks 
Office Park . . . 406 Dallas apartment units sold . . . CBRE: 2017 active year for Austin office market   
. . . Nationally, pending home sales inch up 0.2 percent in November. 

Red Zone podcasts Listen here.  

“Nothing but news” 1-24-18. Give us less than 12 minutes, and we'll 

give you a rundown of the week's biggest Texas real estate headlines. 

Today, news from North Texas all the way down to the Rio Grande Valley. 

We even throw in a little Baytown history for good measure. 

“Farewell, Nancy” 1-17-18. After more than 18 years as managing 

editor of Tierra Grande magazine, Nancy McQuistion is retiring. She talks 

about her years working on one of the most respected real estate 

magazines in Texas. 

“Housing, Harvey, U-Hauling” 1-11-18. U-Haul's moving data 

put Texas on top for growth in 2017. Houston home sales hit new 

high last year despite Hurricane Harvey. The Texas economy continues to outpace the nation's. 

“Finding shelter” 1-3-18. Travel with us to Rockwall, Arlington, Midlothian, Pflugerville, and 

Longview for some of the state's biggest real estate stories. Also, learn more about an affordable 

housing conference the Real Estate Center is co-sponsoring next month with the Federal Reserve 

Bank of Dallas.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/podcasts/


 

 

Blog posts 
View RECenter’s blog posts here 

“What are the immediate impacts of a shutdown on real estate markets? 1-22-18. We've had 

government shutdowns before. Our congress has gone through this process 

of not being able to develop a budget, and that's not new. In the past it 

generally has not lasted very long, and the impacts have been relatively 

minor.  

“What should we expect from the tax bill? 1-18-18. Despite an 

unprecedented period of moderate economic growth in the years after the 

Great Recession, the average person has fallen further and further behind 

economically, not feeling the recovery. The recent tax bill passed by the government seeks to create 

incentives for private firms to invest in capital equipment that would lead to productivity growth and 

wage gains. 

“Presentation counts” 1-11-18. Exceptional research and exquisite dining share some common 

elements. A memorable dining experience includes excellent cuisine. It also features notable 

presentation. At the Real Estate Center, our quality research is enhanced by the way we present the 

results. 

“Expanding our reach in 2018” 1-4-18. With webinars, time becomes less of an issue, and our 

researchers have the potential to increase their reach exponentially. Webinar technology enables 

them to present their research findings to anyone anywhere at any time. 

Education 
Upcoming seminars, training 

Finding Shelter: Affordability Squeeze in a Tight Texas Housing 

Market. Feb. 23, 2018, Dallas. At this one-day conference, industry 

experts will explore whether market fundamentals support 

unprecedented home price increases. They’ll also discuss current 

trends and the outlook for the U.S. and Texas residential real estate 

markets. 

 

28th Annual Outlook for Texas Land Markets. April 26 - 27, 2018. Omni Hotel 

at the Colonnade, San Antonio. Registration opens soon. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/info/blog/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/education/conferences-and-courses/
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/events/2018/18shelter
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/events/2018/18shelter
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/education/conferences-and-courses/


 

 

How tweet it is when you socialize with the Real Estate Center  

 Twitter (17,300 followers) Facebook (3,365 fans) (412 subscribers) 

(1,041 followers) Instagram (419 followers) 

 

 

 

Our flagship periodical available online. Published quarterly in January, April, July, and 

October (173,942 recipients).  

RECenter newsmakers 

January media coverage samples 

“James Gaines to ICSC: Look for Texas growth in 2018” 1-29-18. Connect Commercial Real 

Estate. Dr. Jim Gaines said the Texas forecast is for 4.1 percent growth in 2018 versus the 2.9 

percent growth forecast for the United States. While the United States will do well in 2018, he said, 

Texas would do even better. 

“PBBOR: Housing supply in Midland drops dramatically in December” 1-26-18. Midland 

Reporter-Telegram. Supply appears to be the big issue. The Texas A&M Real Estate Center reports 

1.4 months of inventory (compared to 3.3 months in December of 2016).  

“Fort Worth residential real estate continues strength in 2017”      1-25-

18. Fort Worth Business Press online. Fort Worth’s monthly housing inventory 

was 1.6 months in 2017, 0.1 months more than 2016. The Real Estate Center 

at Texas A&M University cites 6.5 months of inventory represents a market in 

which supply and demand for homes is balanced. 

“Positive outlook for 2018 economy in Bryan-College Station area, 

experts say” 1-25-18. The Eagle. Jim Gaines, chief economist for the Texas 

Real Estate Center at Texas A&M, said the community is seeing the same economic momentum and 

growth the rest of the state and country are also experiencing. Also on KBTX. 

“Longview home sales jump while building dips” 2-21-18. Longview News-Journal. Through 

November, according to data compiled by the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University, the 

number of permits issued for construction of homes across the three-county Longview metro area 

were on track to finish 2017 down nearly 13 percent from 2016. 

“Texas tops list of renter majority cities” 1-18-18. Fiscal Notes. “Texas is a young state in 

terms of demographics,” says Dr. Jim Gaines, chief economist for the Real Estate Center at 

Texas A&M University. “During the last five to six years, a record number of young people 

https://twitter.com/texrec
https://www.facebook.com/txrec
https://www.instagram.com/tex.rec/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/tierra-grande/
https://www.connect.media/james-gaines-icsc-look-texas-growth-2018/
https://www.mrt.com/news/article/PBBOR-Housing-supply-in-Midland-drops-12526184.php
http://www.fortworthbusiness.com/news/fort-worth-residential-real-estate-continues-strength-in/article_2787e962-01f1-11e8-a98a-2769c4aef157.html
mailto:http://www.theeagle.com/news/local/positive-outlook-for-economy-in-bryan-college-station-area-experts/article_dbdce0dd-2901-529c-9a94-7839f91b8632.html
mailto:http://www.theeagle.com/news/local/positive-outlook-for-economy-in-bryan-college-station-area-experts/article_dbdce0dd-2901-529c-9a94-7839f91b8632.html
https://www.news-journal.com/news/2018/jan/21/longview-home-sales-jump-while-building-dips/
https://comptroller.texas.gov/economy/fiscal-notes/2017/dec-jan/renters.php#article
https://twitter.com/texrec
https://www.facebook.com/txrec
https://www.linkedin.com/company/texrec
https://www.instagram.com/tex.rec/
https://www.youtube.com/c/realestatecenter


 

 

have moved here looking for work. More than 50 percent of the state’s population is 34 years 

old or younger.”  

“San Antonio home sales break new record in 2017” 1-17-18. San Antonio Express-News. “San 

Antonio is still doing pretty strong,” said Jim Gaines, chief economist at the Texas A&M Real Estate 

Center. “It’s doing well economically, it’s still gaining jobs.” 

“Texas housing sales above national average with Houston at record high” 1-16-18. 

ActiveRain. Take a look at Texas A&M Real Estate Center's, Texas Housing At-A-Glance and link to 

their Texas Housing Insite report for November 2018 for more detailed data. 

“How much home can a household afford?” 1-9-18. San Marcos Corridor News. A complete 

reprint of the Tierra Grande article by the same name. 

“Record home sales in North Texas in 2017; prices up 9 percent” 1-8-16. Dallas Morning News. 

The 2017 sales increase was helped by a jump in December home purchases. Real estate agents 

sold 8,990 houses last month -- a 12 percent rise from December 2016, according to data from 

the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University and North Texas Real Estate Information Systems. 

“November 2017 Lubbock area housing report” 1-6-18. Lubbock Online. The Real Estate Center 

at Texas A&M University cites that 6.5 months of inventory represents a market in which supply and 

demand for homes is balanced. 

“Coming in 2018: Smaller rent increases and slower home price growth” 1-5-18. Dallas Morning 

News. "We are looking at around 5 percent for D-FW," said Dr. James Gaines, chief economist with 

the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University. "The long-term average is around 4 percent.” 

“Allen housing prices continue their steady climb in January” 1-4-17. Allen BubbleLife. North 

Texas’ monthly housing inventory rose to 2.7 months in January, despite the very low inventory in 

many markets. The Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University remarks that 6.5 months of 

inventory represents a market in which supply and demand for homes is balanced. 

“Ex-NFL safety Wesley Miller finds new home tackling research at Texas A&M Real Estate 

Center” 1-3-18. Texas A&M Today. As a former research assistant and now a research associate 

with the Real Estate Center (part of Mays Business School at Texas A&M University), Wesley Miller 

has spent almost a year tackling topics from border economics to the effects of globalization on 

Texas manufacturing. 

“New survey shows Dallas homeowners’ favorite time of year for moving” 1-2-18. CultureMap 

Dallas. In line with the survey results, May and June are the most popular months for home sales in 

DFW, with January being the least popular, according to Texas A&M University’s Real Estate Center. 

“TWB House Buyers offers services in response to high real estate inventory in McAllen” 1-1-

18. WBRC Fox 6 News. The most recent quarterly report released by the Texas A&M Real Estate 

Center points to an increase of 14 percent in inventory and 20 percent of new listings in McAllen, 

Texas. Also in Cleveland 19 News, WECT 6, and Erie News Now. 

  

 

https://www.expressnews.com/real-estate/article/San-Antonio-home-sales-break-new-record-in-2017-12502056.php
http://activerain.com/blogsview/5160520/texas-housing-sales-above-national-average-with-houston-at-record-high
https://smcorridornews.com/how-much-home-can-a-household-afford/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/tierra-grande/
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/real-estate/2018/01/08/record-home-sales-north-texas-2017
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/
http://lubbockonline.com/re-homes/2018-01-06/november-2017-lubbock-area-housing-report
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2018/01/05/good-news-d-fw-coming-2018-smaller-rent-increases-slower-home-price-growth
https://allen.bubblelife.com/community/allen_reporter/library/35662521/key/351271481/Allen_housing_prices_continue_their_steady_climb_steadily_in_January
https://today.tamu.edu/2018/01/03/ex-nfl-safety-wesley-miller-finds-new-home-tackling-stats-at-texas-am-mays-real-estate-center/
https://today.tamu.edu/2018/01/03/ex-nfl-safety-wesley-miller-finds-new-home-tackling-stats-at-texas-am-mays-real-estate-center/
http://dallas.culturemap.com/news/real-estate/01-02-18-survey-shows-dfws-favorite-time-of-year-for-moving/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/data/housing-activity/#!/activity/Local_Market_Area_(LMA)/Dallas_(MetroTex_AoR)
http://www.wbrc.com/story/37171340/twb-house-buyers-offers-services-in-response-to-high-real-estate-inventory-in-mcallen


 

 

Total RECall is published monthly by the Real Estate Center in Mays Business School at Texas A&M University. 

Unsubscribe or comment by replying to this email. Please share Total RECall with anyone interested in learning more 

about the nation’s largest publicly funded real estate research organization. Ask RECenter a question. View our Privacy 

statement. 

Not subscribed to free Total RECall? Click here. 

David S. Jones | Senior Editor djones@mays.tamu.edu 

Real Estate Center | Mays Business School | Texas A&M University 

2115 TAMU | College Station, TX 77843-2115 
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