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Latest research results  

Browse RECenter’s research library 

“Housing Bubble’s 10th Burst-Day” 2-27-18. Ten years ago, the United States was in the midst of a 

subprime mortgage and ensuing housing crisis. The Texas housing market successfully weathered 

the Great Recession and the housing bubble burst. The reasons were many.  

“Still Sparkling After Harvey” 

2-26-18. Within the Corpus 

Christi MSA, about 86,000 

households have registered for 

help from FEMA since 

Hurricane Harvey. Around 71.5 

percent of those reported home 

damage from the storm. 

Although homebuying activity 

fell after the storm, prices have 

remained mostly unchanged.  

“Houston Housing: 

Weathering a Challenging 

Year” 2-21-18. Despite the 

challenges Houston faces in 

the wake of Hurricane Harvey, the city’s housing market finished 2017 with overall increases in 

existing home sales, home prices, and new home construction.  

“Bulls in the Oil Patch: Rebounding Energy Boosts Land Market” 2-21-18. While land market 

activity varied from region to region in 2017, transaction volume and total dollar volume for the state 

as a whole outpaced 2016.  

“Sign Here . . . From There: New Online Notarization Law” 2-20-18. Beginning July 1, 2018, a 

new state law allows many notary public functions to be conducted online. Approved notaries must 

Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University 
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adhere to standards set by the state to verify identity, ensure online security, and maintain secure 

electronic records.  

Texas Border Economy 2-13-18. The economy along the Texas border differs from that in the rest 

of the state. Trade closely links the cities on both sides of the Rio Grande. This report discusses four 

major Texas metropolitan areas and their economic ties to Mexico. 

Outlook for the Texas Economy 2-9-18. This monthly report offers an overview of the various 

sectors of the Texas economy, including housing, manufacturing, energy, employment, and trade. 

Texas Housing Insight 2-6-18. The Texas housing market continued to recover from the August 

hurricane shock. Housing sales expanded across the state despite shortages of homes priced under 

$300,000. Leading supply indicators rebounded but remained below 2007 levels. 

Most popular on RECenter’s website  
1. Texas Housing Insight 

2. Outlook for the Texas Economy 

3. Monthly Review of the Texas Economy 

4. “Sign Here. . . From There: New Online Notarization 

Law” 

5. Texas Border Economy 

6. “Bulls in the Oil Patch: Rebounding Energy Boosts 

Land Market” 

7. “Houston Housing: Weathering a Challenging Year” 

8. “How Much Home Can a Household Afford?” 

9. “Still Sparkling After Harvey” 

10. “How the West Was Won: Selling of the Waggoner Ranch” 

Busiest day on REC website: Tuesday, February 20, with 1,351 unique visitors. 

 

NewsTalk Texas  

A sampling of Texas real estate news as compiled each workday by the NTT team. 
 

 “Wulfe & Co’s 25th Annual Retail Survey: H-E-B to dominate” 
 “Solms Landing advances in New Braunfels”  
 “Canadians bank on new office at 609 Main” 
 “WorldVentures goes global to new Legacy HQ” 
 “Full-service hospital to Buda” 
 “Firing up historic Blue Flame redevelopment” 
 “Medistar four-star, 22-story hotel’s location, location, 

location” 

Data updated monthly 
Latest housing activity and affordability. Listing data from more than 50 Texas MLSs. Statistics for 

each geography based on property listings physically located within the mapped area. 
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Latest building permit data. Building permit data for single-family, two-to-four family, and five-or-

more family units for states, metropolitan statistical areas, and Texas counties. 

Housing reports. Housing statistics based on listing data from more than 50 Texas MLSs. Statistics 

for each geography based on listings of properties physically located within the mapped area 

presented with the statistics. 

 

Read previous issues. See why 22,179 subscribe to our free, twice-weekly newsletter. 
 
February 27. Mercedes-Benz cruising into AllianceTexas . . . Registration open for 2018 Outlook for 

Texas Land Markets conference . . . S&P: Dallas home prices still increasing, but slowing . . . 

WalletHub: Texas has sixth-highest property tax rate . . . Newly built Pflugerville apartments sold . . . 

Goviea developing 25-acre mixed-use project in Frisco . . . National apartment, condo market ends 

fourth quarter positively . . . U.S. new home sales drop 7.8 percent in January. 

February 23. Alliance Northport 3 to start next month . . . Hertz buys Brookhollow Central buildings . . 

. Cypress bringing 294 units to Uptown . . . Conroe buys 610 acres for industrial park expansion . . . 

Mosaic picks up Club at Stablechase. 

February 20. Austin best state capital to live in . . . Dan Hatfield named Texas Realtor of the Year . . . 

Work starts on Frisco Station’s Skyhouse . . . San Antonio medical offices sold as part of 1.4 million-sf 

portfolio . . . Hillwood hunting for tenants for new office project . . . 1,040 Kaufman acres under 

contract . . . TIER REIT to sell Loop Central office complex . . . Cedar Park undeveloped acreage sold 

. . . Bluerock sells Grand at the Dominion. 

February 16. Houston housing market has strongest January on record . . . Austin-Round Rock 

home sales up 3.6 percent . . . Zachry planning hotel, office development at Hemisfair . . . Austin 

fourth worst city for first-time homebuyers  . . .  $1.9 million awarded to Hidalgo County for 2015 

floods . . . Infomart building sells for $880 million . . . Astrodome revitalization gets go-ahead . . . 

Townhome, adult community coming to North Dallas . . . Three DFW student housing assets sold . . . 

California investor buys Quail Hollow. 

February 13. Developers to 

start on Junction Athletics 

Complex . . . New Austin 

housing development coming 

. . . Work starts on Austin’s 

Easts6 development . . . 

WorldVentures leases 125,000 sf in Legacy Tennyson Center . . . Grand Mason at Waterside Estates 

sold . . . Mesa Vista Inn Healthcare Center gets new owner . . . Dallas REIT sells Fort Worth, Houston 

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/data/building-permits/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/research/housing-reports/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/recon/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/research/market-research/


 

 

offices . . . Nebraska investor buys Lubbock apartments . . . Dallas investor picks up Vista on 

Gessner. 

February 9. Real Estate Center advisory 

committee elects new officers . . . 

Bandera partners with Long Wharf on 

DFW industrial . . . Texas second in 

relocation activity in 2016 . . . San 

Antonio approves Echo East project . . . 

Wynne/Jackson developing 1,000-home 

Forney project . . . Developers adding 

four buildings to International Business 

Park . . . Miami investor acquires 

Woodway Square . . . Work starts on 

East Austin mixed-use . . . McKinney 

airport, city buy 190 acres . . . Sealy buys 

Sam Houston Business Park . . . 

Walmart-anchored retail center sold. 

February 6. Austin industrial ends 2017 

on high note . . . DVW home price gains 

outpaced nation . . . Wulfe & Co.: 23 percent Houston retail development dip projected . . . Work 

starts on 613-key Austin Marriott . . . Port Arthur apartments on the way . . . Corpus Christi retail 

center under new ownership   . . . ACE credit offered for TACLB meeting . . . 384 Bearkat beds sold. 

February 2. U.S. home prices up 6.2 percent . . . Real Estate Center, Dallas Fed sponsoring housing 

affordability conference Feb. 23 in Dallas . . . North Texas Realtor appointed to Real Estate Center 

advisory board . . . 2,500-acre Barefoot Ranch near Athens sold . . . Real Estate Center welcomes 

new assistant research scientist . . . Retail district coming to La Cantera . . . 600 homes planned for 

Wyrick farm . . . New York investor buys Bellaire medical portfolio . . . Scheels sports store opening 

first Texas location . . . Rollingwood Center under new ownership . . . Mesquite Rodeo arena 

centerpiece of new mixed-use development . . . Mixed-use project coming to Balch Springs . . . 

Construction starts on Boerne luxury hotel . . . Terrawood apartments under new ownership. 

Red Zone podcasts Listen here 

“NOT on this day in history” 2-28-18.  

This not being a leap year, we were cheated out of celebrating a 

momentous event in Real Estate Center history. However, you won't 

be cheated out of hearing the week's biggest real estate stories from 

El Paso, Dallas, Fort Worth, Amarillo, Tyler, the Franklin Mountains, 

Richmond, and the Rio Grande Valley. 

“No-frills podcast” 2-21-18. Today we're back to basics, reporting 

on headlines from Austin, Frisco, Houston, San Marcos, College 

Station, and Cedar Park. Plus, get the details on the Center's 28th 

Annual Outlook for Texas Land Markets conference. 

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/podcasts/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/recon/


 

 

“Greetings from Valentine, Texas” February 14. Roses are red, the Red Zone is, too; we have a 

Valentine’s Day podcast for you! Today, we look at the most romantic cities in Texas. Plus, the 

Center advisory committee has elected new officers. Tune in for more real estate news. 

“All in the family” February 7. The REC family is growing. The Center recently welcomed a new 

assistant research scientist and a new advisory committee member. In addition, get some insight on 

the Texas housing market. All this and more on this podcast.  

 This just in . . .  
View all RECenter news releases. Want breaking news sent to you? Sign up here. 

“Boerne attorney elected vice chairman of Real Estate Center advisory committee” 2-16-18. 

Elizabeth “Besa" Robison Martin of Boerne was elected vice chairman of the Real Estate Center's 

advisory committee at its Feb. 9 meeting in Austin. 

“Fort Worth Realtor elected chairman of Real Estate Center advisory committee” 2-15-18. 

W.  Douglas Jennings of Fort Worth was elected chairman of the Real Estate Center's advisory 

committee at its Feb. 9 meeting in Austin.  

“Researchers: 6.6 percent more home sales in 2018; builders wrestle with affordability 

restraints” 2-7-18. Texas single-family home sales should increase 6.6 percent in 2018, say 

researchers for the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University. The experts’ overall 2017 housing 

recap, however, shows an industry struggling to meet the need for affordable housing. 

“North Texas Realtor appointed to Real Estate Center advisory committee” 2-1-18. Jan Fite 

Miller of Kemp has been appointed to the advisory committee of the Real Estate Center at Texas 

A&M University. She will represent the Texas Real Estate Commission (TREC) as the ex-officio 

member.  

Blog posts 
View RECenter’s blog posts here 

“Another good year ahead for Texas, especially for housing” 2-14-18. 

This year will be a really good year for Texas real estate. The momentum has 

been building for the last year and a half.  After a down year in 2016, Texas 

began its recovery last year. 

“Lights. Camera. Welcome mat” 2-1-18. Hundreds of homes have been featured in movies. Some 

are the subject of the film. Some are just the background. Hooked on Houses compares photographs 

of the homes as they appeared in the movie and in real life. They have more than 450 television and 

movie-set homes on their website. 

Education 
Upcoming seminars, training 
 
Second Annual Texas Residential Realty Summit. April 2, 2018. Austin.  

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/press-releases/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M5Q33D3
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/info/blog/
https://hookedonhouses.net/category/houses-onscreen/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/education/conferences-and-courses/
http://www.cvent.com/events/2nd-annual-texas-residential-realty-summit/event-summary-ea697727737e405282bbb1e57aa53dc6.aspx


 

 

28th Annual Outlook for Texas Land Markets. April 26 - 27, 2018. Omni Hotel 

at the Colonnade, San Antonio.  

Legal Update 1&2 Instructor Training. May 24, 2018. College Station.  

Broker Responsibility Instructor Training. Fort Worth, Oct. 24. Dallas, Oct. 

29. Austin, Nov. 8. San Antonio, Nov. 13. Houston, Dec. 5.  

 

 

How tweet it is when you socialize with the Real Estate Center  

 Twitter (17,900 followers) Facebook (3,468 fans) (457 subscribers) 

(1,187 followers) Instagram (507 followers) 

 

 

 

Our flagship periodical available online. Published quarterly in January, April, July, and 

October (173,942 recipients).  

RECenter newsmakers 

February media coverage  

“Who pays the highest and lowest rents in the Dallas area?” 2-27-18. 

Dallas Morning News. Data from the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 

University and the North Texas Real Estate Information Systems shows which 

areas of town have the most expensive home rental costs. Also in Your 

Frisco. 

“Single-family home sales volume in Hays County jumped in January 

2018” 2-26-18. San Marcos Corridor News. Housing inventory of single-family 

homes in the Austin-Round Rock MSA stayed at 1.9 months of inventory, the same as last January. 

These inventory levels remain well below the 6.0-6.5 months of inventory that the Real Estate Center 

at Texas A&M University projects for a balanced housing market. 

“Technology real estate company adds largest housing market to its roster” 2-22-18. PR 

Newswire. Home Bay, a technology-driven real estate company in San Diego, announced it is 

expanding to Texas and cited data from the Real Estate Center for the expansion. The news release 

said, “Houston and Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas' two largest metro areas, prove that the state's housing 

market is experiencing an evolution rather than a boom. Based on data from the Real Estate Center 

http://www.cvent.com/events/28th-annual-outlook-for-texas-land-markets/event-summary-fc943d42fe754c378d5a781b1ad02903.aspx
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at Texas A&M's most recent Texas Housing Insight report, last year both cities issued more single-

family housing permits than any other city in the country.” 

“Housing market good . . .  for now” 2-22-19. KTRH AM News Radio. Texas A&M University Real 

Estate Center Chief Economist Dr. Jim Gaines said 2018 is the transition year with the tax law 

change and inflation expectations. 

“Is San Antonio headed for a housing bubble?” 2-21-18. Connect Media. Lawrence Yun with the 

National Association of Realtors said San Antonio home sales are 30 percent below than when the 

market crashed in 2008, meaning no bubble. And Jim Gaines with the Real Estate Center at Texas 

A&M indicated the metro continued to gain jobs. Also in MySanAntonio.com. 

“Central Texas home sales, prices set January records” 2-15-18. Austin American-Statesman. “In 

2018, Central Texas’ housing market will continue to see an increase in both sales and price, despite 

inventory levels remaining low,” said Jim Gaines, chief economist, Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 

University. “The housing demand and lack of inventory is so great, that if supply does not increase, 

we could see a upwards of 5 percent growth in median home prices within the Austin-Round Rock 

(metro area). Inventory will be a determining factor in the direction of this year’s market.” Also in 

Community Impact Newspaper and ActiveRain. 

“North Texas home sales surged in January, but price increases slowed” Dallas Morning News. 

2-14-18. Real estate agents sold 6,246 preowned single-family homes in January, according to data 

from the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M and the North Texas Real Estate Information Systems. 

“Researchers: 6.6 percent more home 

sales in 2018, builders wrestle with 

affordability restraints” 2-12-18. 

REDNews. Texas single-family home 

sales should increase 6.6 percent in 

2018, say researchers for the Real Estate 

Center at Texas A&M University. The 

experts’ overall 2017 housing recap, 

however, shows an industry struggling to 

meet the need for affordable housing. 

Also in The Katy News. 

“Economic summit tracks funds into, 

out of Kerr” 2-8-18. Hill Country 

Community Journal. Dr. Jim Gaines, chief 

economist for the Real Estate Center at 

Texas A&M University, said Kerrville is 

not the same kind of community as 

Austin or Dallas. The average (home 

price) is $250,000 conservatively, and the 

months inventory is low. There was no 

December inventory priced less than 

$300,000. 
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“Kaufman County resident named to real estate group” 2-8-18. The Kaufman Herald. Jan Fite 

Miller of Kemp has been appointed to the advisory committee of the Real Estate Center at Texas 

A&M University. She will represent the Texas Real Estate Commission as the ex-officio member. 

“Midland Housing Report” 2-3-18. Midland Reporter-Telegram. Data from the Real Estate Center at 

Texas A&M University and the Permian Basin Board of Realtors. Also in San Antonio Express-News. 

“Pace of Dallas home price and sales growth expected to cool in 2018” 2-2-18. Dallas Morning 

News. After years of tight home inventories, in 2017 there were about 8 percent more homes on the 

market in the area than in 2016, according to latest data from the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M 

University and North Texas Real Estate Information Systems. 

“Austin housing market expected to continue growth, despite low supply and rising interest 

rates” 2-1-18. Community Impact Newspaper. Data also shows that low supply drives up cost. The 

average home resale price in Austin reached an all-time high of $362,000 at the close of 2017, 

according to data from the Texas A&M Real Estate Center. This represents a year-over-year increase 

of 5.4 percent. 
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