
Updates to the Center’s research library 

“Abilene: Population Growing, Housing Cooling” 11-25-19. The Key City is home to several universities 

and an Air Force base, so it stands to reason that the residential rental market plays an important role in the 

area's overall housing market.  

“Markets & Money: Real Estate and Monetary Policy” 11-22-19. From mortgage interest rates to rates of 

return on commercial investments, the impact of U.S. monetary policy on real estate markets can't be 

overstated. Here's why. 

Monthly Review of the Texas Economy 11-21-19. How does the Texas economy compare with the national 
one? This report focuses on employment and unemployment and ranks various industries. Subscribe to this 
free report. 
 

“Filtering Out the 
Noise: Seasonally 
Adjusting Housing 
Data” 11-20-19. With 
home sales data yo-
yoing month to month, 
how can anyone make 
sense of what's 
happening in the 
market? The answer is 
much simpler than you 
might expect. 
 
Texas Border 

Economy 11-15-19. 

The economy along 

the Texas border 

differs from that in the 

rest of the state. Trade 

closely links the cities 

on both sides of the 

Rio Grande. This 

report discusses four 

major Texas 

metropolitan areas and 

their economic ties to 

Mexico. Subscribe to 

this free report.  
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“Who’s on Deck? Broker Succession Planning” 11-11-
19. A broker’s business can be interrupted when the 
broker suddenly dies or becomes incapacitated. The best 
way to avoid this is to have a succession plan in place 
ahead of time. 
 
Outlook for the Texas Economy 11-8-19. This 
monthly report offers an overview of various sectors of 
the Texas economy, including housing, manufacturing, 
energy, employment, and trade. Subscribe to this free 
report. 
 
NEW. Texas Quarterly Apartment Report 11-4-19. The 
Real Estate Center's quarterly report summarizes 
important economic indicators that help discern apartment 
real estate trends in Austin, Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston, 
and San Antonio. Subscribe to this free report.  
 
Texas Housing Insight 11-1-19. Texas housing sales 

recovered after second-quarter declines, trending upward 

amid lower mortgage interest rates and a robust economy. 

Subscribe to this free report. 

 
 

 Top 10 most downloaded titles from REC website 
1. Texas Housing Insight  

2. Outlook for the Texas Economy 

3. Texas Quarterly Apartment Report 

4. Monthly Review of the Texas Economy 

5. Texas Border Economy 

6. “Home Security: Understanding and Negotiating Title Insurance”  

7. Texas Quarterly Commercial Report  

8. “Seller Beware: Understanding the General Warranty Deed”  

9. “Homestead Advantage” 

10. “Robot Revolution: Automation and the Changing Job Landscape” 

Busiest day on REC website this month: Tuesday, November 5, with 1,048 unique visitors. 

 

NewsTalk Texas  
A sample of Texas real estate news compiled each workday by the NTT team. Click here for 

today’s news.  

Monthly data updates 
Latest building permit data. Building permit data for single-, two-to-four, and five-or-more family units for 

states, metropolitan statistical areas, and Texas counties.  
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Housing reports. Housing statistics based on listing data from more than 50 Texas MLSs. Statistics for each 

geography based on listings of properties physically located within the mapped area presented with the 

statistics. 

 

See why 21,217 subscribe to our free, twice-weekly newsletter. 

Read previous issues. 

Our twice-weekly e-newsletter provides a quick overview of Texas 

real estate markets. 

 

Blog posts. View RECenter’s blog posts here. 

“Don’t let holiday shopping tangle your tinsel” 11-21-19. Last year, the average American shopper spent 

over $1,000 on gifts, decoration, food, and other holiday items. Total retail spending increased 4.3 percent in 

2018 to $717.5 billion. 
 

“We’re renovating Tierra Grande! You spoke. We listened” 11-13-19. In response 

to recent reader feedback, we’re making some changes to our flagship 

magazine, Tierra Grande. Starting with the January 2020 issue, you’ll notice some 

changes.  

“Taxes, tariffs, and Texas migration” 11-5-19. New data from the U.S. Census 

Bureau reveal 2018 migration patterns. As usual, top migration inflows into Texas came 

from either highly populated coastal states such as New York, Florida, and California or 

adjacent states like Oklahoma and Louisiana. 

Red Zone podcasts Listen here.  

“Limiting liability with a brokerage business entity” 11-6-

19. Personal liability risk comes with being a broker, but there 

are ways to reduce it. Real estate attorney and former Texas 

Real Estate Commission General Counsel Kerri Lewis joins 

us on this podcast to elaborate on that plus talk about broker succession planning. 

Newsmakers. Real Estate Center’s November media coverage 

“Austin housing market on pace for record year” 11-25-19. Austin American-Statesman. In a midyear 
forecast in July, Jim Gaines, chief economist at the Texas A&M Real Estate Center, had predicted a banner 
year. Also in National Mortgage News. 
 
“Home prices and sales volume up and accelerating in DFW” 11-18-19. Builder Magazine. The market is 
still strong and with lower interest rates providing better purchasing power, buyers are pushing prices higher,” 
said Dr. James Gaines, chief economist with the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University. “Some of the 
year-over-year increases in both sales and prices, though, are from the fact that both were slightly depressed a 
year ago when interest rates were high - nearly 5 percent - and the economy was shakier.” 

“Manufactured homes becoming a big hit in Texas” 11-11-19. Active Rain. This housing product is 

becoming a big hit in the Texas housing market. See the full story in the October issue of Tierra Grande, a 

publication by the Real Estate Center from Texas A&M University.  

https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/research/housing-reports/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/recon/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/recon/
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https://www.builderonline.com/money/home-prices-and-sales-volume-up-and-accelerating-in-dfw_c
https://activerain.com/blogsview/5428188/manufactured-homes-becoming-a-big-hit-in-texas
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/tierra-grande/The-Next-Generation
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/recon/
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/info/blog/


“Fort Worth home 

sales up 5 percent in 

October” 11-11-19. 

Fort Worth Business 

Press. Fort Worth’s 

monthly housing 

inventory was 2.5 

months in October 

2019, the same as the 

year prior. The Real 

Estate Center at Texas 

A&M University cites 

that 6.5 months of 

inventory represents a 

market in which supply 

and demand for 

homes is balanced. 

“North Texas home 

sales jumped in 

October” 11-8-19. 

Dallas Morning News. 

It was the biggest 

year-over-year 

percentage home 

price gain in almost 

two years according to 

data from the Real 

Estate Center at Texas A&M University and the North Texas Real Estate Information System. 

“D-FW apartment rents, occupancy expected to rise in 2020” 11-5-19. Dallas Morning News. With fewer 

empty apartments, rents should rise about 3 percent in North Texas, according to the new report from the Real 

Estate Center at Texas A&M University. 

“Real Estate Center: Apartments remain strong through year end” 11-5-29. Connect Texas. The Real 

Estate Center at Texas A&M University had good news for the Texas apartment sector. Specifically, the 

majority of areas in the Lone Star State demonstrated both positive occupancy and rent growth. 

 

  

Click here to take the survey. 

http://www.fortworthbusiness.com/news/fort-worth-home-sales-up-in-october/article_7e97eaca-04b2-11ea-bdc4-43d58a5fa1da.html
http://www.fortworthbusiness.com/news/fort-worth-home-sales-up-in-october/article_7e97eaca-04b2-11ea-bdc4-43d58a5fa1da.html
http://www.fortworthbusiness.com/news/fort-worth-home-sales-up-in-october/article_7e97eaca-04b2-11ea-bdc4-43d58a5fa1da.html
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https://www.dallasnews.com/business/real-estate/2019/11/08/north-texas-home-sales-jumped-in-october/
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/real-estate/2019/11/08/north-texas-home-sales-jumped-in-october/
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/real-estate/2019/11/05/d-fw-apartment-rents-occupancy-expected-to-rise-in-2020/
https://www.connect.media/real-estate-center-apartments-remain-strong-through-year-end/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9NDGLMR
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9NDGLMR


How tweet it is when you socialize with the Real Estate Center 

 

 Twitter (20,296 followers) Facebook (5,568 followers) (695 subscribers) 

(2,586 followers)   Instagram (1,083 followers) 

 

Our flagship periodical is available online. Published quarterly in January, April, July, and October (179,857 

recipients)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not subscribed to Total RECall? Click here to join the 500 Texans following the Center. It’s free. 

Total RECall is published monthly by the Real Estate Center in Mays Business School at Texas A&M University. 
Unsubscribe or comment by replying to this email. Please share Total RECall with anyone interested in learning more 
about the nation’s largest publicly funded real estate research organization. Ask RECenter a question. View our Privacy 
statement. 

David S. Jones | Senior Editor | djones@mays.tamu.edu 

Real Estate Center | Mays Business School | Texas A&M University 

2115 TAMU | College Station, TX 77843-2115 
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